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Obama Strategies against Polarization
[bookmark: _GoBack]Structural and institutionalized discrimination has seemingly characterized America throughout its history. The view of America as a highly unjust and evil place has adopted a new meaning during the current administration as the prevailing view is that discrimination now comes from the very top of the administration. With this in mind, it became important for the immediate former president to shape public dialogue and perspective. Barack Obama has attempted to diffuse racial tensions in the country by first refusing to engage in public feuds against Trump. Social media has become a major tool through which polarization is increased. The use of social media by President Trump has been called into question to the supposed tendency by the President to engage in misinformation and polarization through popular online platforms. Obama has shown a preference for positivity on social media to diffuse the effects of polarization. Engaging in public feuds would arguably create deeper rifts in the country as ethnic groups would likely affiliate themselves with one side against the other. Obama has also addressed polarization by encouraging collaboration across party lines. The current public perspective is that Republicans and Democrats have differing views on racial issues with Republicans being accused of discrimination against minority groups. Obama has encouraged people to transcend party differences as he believes it will empower Americans to unite regardless of ethnic, political or other differences. His efforts are bearing fruit as more politicians disregard party membership and speak out against polarization.
